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Virtual Age: Next Wave of Change in Society
How will the metaverse effect on it?
Online on Zoom: Sunday APR 24 at 4.00 PM, Eastern Time

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3012222021?pwd=VVdLcGIJHOVZhemxlekxxVStKWjdOQT09
Meeting ID: 301 222 2021 Passcode: 1234

Speaker: Prof. Aliakbar Jalali
Language: Farsi

Abstract: The Virtual Age is the ultimate progress of information technology and knowledge-based
environments into a three-dimensional virtual world. | firmly believe that the enormous expansion of
the information age by leaps and bounds along with the availability of the required tools and
technologies, has already brought us about a fourth wave of change. There have been three waves of
change in the history of human progress, namely, the Agricultural Age, the Industrial Age, and the
Information Age. The fourth wave of change or the Virtual Age will create a new era in which most
aspects of everyday life and world affairs will become 3D virtual environment. Using modern
technologies; Web 3, VR, AR, Mixed Reality, Artificial Intelligence, Blockchain, Machin Learning,
Oculus, Metaverse, the Virtual Age is an umbrella which empowers anywhere, anytime, anyone
interactions defying the existing time and space limitations we encounter today. The possibilities are
endless, for instance, 3D virtual commerce, 3D virtual banking, 3D virtual money, 3D virtual learning,
3D virtual government, 3D virtual work office, 3D virtual corporations, and so on. In this presentation, |
will describe briefly what Virtual Age, “The Fourth Wave of Change in Society”, and it's challenges
and constraints is and how it works with Metaverse which has been recently announced by Mark
Zuckerberg chair of Facebook

About the Speaker:

Professor Aliakbar Jalali is an adjunct professor in Computer Science and Electrical Engineering at
the University of Maryland Baltimore County (UMBC). He has been teaching Internet of Things (IoT)
and Practical Data Networking at the UMBC since 2017. He also was teaching and researching in the
school of Electrical Engineering at the Iran University of Science and Technology (IUST) for 30 years.
Throughout his work with IUST he has defined, led, and managed research and development teams
in the areas of Information and Communication Technology (ICT), Internet of Things (I0OT), 3D
Printers and Control Systems Design and their Applications.

Jalali is well-known for his activities towards the development of ICT and its applications on a national
level and as a UNESCO chair in e-learning in international level. Since 1994, he had hundreds of
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speeches, workshops, seminars, lectures, and program in national radio television for establishing the
benefits of ICT applications in Iran.

Jalali has written and translate 50 books or chapters in addition to more than one hundred journal and
conference papers. He is the author of reference books in advanced control systems theory, titled
“‘Reduced Order Systems”, Springer, 2006. Jalali has given a theory known as “Virtual Age: Next
Wave of Change in Society”, about 20 years back which the world is recognizing it today!

Ik & Comparing the ideas
p’ St of Alvin Toffler and Aliakbar Jalali’s
=\ about the Third Wave and the Fourth Wave &9

Alvin Toffler (50 years back) I Aliakbar Jalali (27 years back)
3rd Wave l 4th Wave
Information Age <:> Information was important I Virtual Age <:> Data is important
2-Dimensional world I 3-Dimantional world

Published a book, “The Third Wave” by William I Published two papers (2009), “Virtual Age: Next Wave
Morrow (US), 1980. of Change in Society” and “Virtual Age: Enabling
I Technologies and Trends”, by IEEE (US), 2009.

First seminar: N/A First seminar: “Education for the Fourth Wave”, at
the West Virginia University, IEEE, 1993.

Toffler says that since the late 1950s most Jalali says The Fourth Wave of change, or the Virtual
countries have been transitioning from a Age will create a new era in which most aspects of
Second Wave society into a Third Wave society. everyday life and world affairs will become virtual.

Application: Computer, printer, Internet, web and I Applications: 3D life, 3D Internet, VR, AR, Oculus,

human 2D connections. Metaverse and everything on 3D connections.
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Professor Jalali is the winner of the best creativity and innovation of the 2007 eASIA Award, Bridging
Digital Divide, for his project “The First Rural ICT Center and the first Internet village in Iran”, from
UNESCO and UN. He received the President’s award, known as “distinguished engineer of IoT in
Iran for year 2015”. He also received the biggest prize of “International Public Relation”, for year
2009, which alongside of this prize, he honours to receive the title of “Father of Information and
Communication Technology in Iran”.

More information about professor Jalali, in Farsi, is available on his web pages at: www.drjalali.ir
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